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How the Electoral College Works

o Each state is allotted one elector for each U.S.
representative and senator it has. Washington, D.C.,

Number of
representatives
1

Each state has

two senators
1

receives three electors, the same number of electors
as the least populous state. (The math: There are 435
representatives and 100 senators. Add D.C. and the
total number of electoral votes is 538.)

e Mostly, electors are nominated at state party
conventions. The electors’ names are given to the state’s
election official.

9 On Election Day, voters in each state cast their ballot
for the slate of electors representing their choice of
presidential ticket. The electors' names do not usually
appear on the ballot.

e The slate of electors for the presidential ticket that
receives the most votes is appointed, and all the electoral
votes for that state go to those candidates.*

e A candidate needs to win a majority of electoral
votes—270—to be elected president. If no candidate
wins a majority of electoral votes (see example below),
the House would choose the president and the Senate
would choose the vice president.

>

6 In December, in a largely ceremonial gesture, the

electors cast ballots for president and vice president

and are expected to follow the popular vote of their %
state. On rare occasions, “faithless” electors have voted 5
for another candidate. g
e The votes are counted at a joint session of Congress, A
and the president officially is elected.

*Except in Maine and Nebraska, which each give two at-large delegates to whomever
wins the state and the rest to whomever wins in each congressional district.
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Slate of party
electors

Candidate that wins popular vote
% in a state gets all of the electoral votes*
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BN Biasident Samuel J. Tilden 50.97 184
1888 201

SOURCES: Sonsresonal Qurerys ude - Benjamin Harrison v/ 47.82% (233
Associated Press : Grover Cleveland 48.62 168

BY SETH HAMBLIN AND DOUG STEVENS—THE WASHINGTON POS



